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Notes end Comaent 59.1
INTRODUCTION

This i3 the first issue of this
journal, and a brief statement of its
purpose is in order,

Notes and Coimment will be published
at whatever intervals prove feasible,
and it is loped at least four or five
times a year, It will be devoted entire-
lr to inforuation and discussion relat-
ing to any paase of science fiction, the
aim beinz to oresent only material of
sufficient interest to be placed perme
anentliy on record,

The circulation will %be limited to
nenbors and associates of the Futurian
Society of Sydney, who will receive it
gratis,

Contributions will be considered
on their wmerit, el of the material,
hovover, willhave boen prblished before,
Lost of the useful comentary on science
fiction vhich has been vwritten has ap-
pearcd in ephenoral publications of very
saall circulation, and it is considcred
that to brinz soaeo of it together in a
mediun availeble to even our suall e~
vership wili boe a useful servicc,

No atteurpt +illbe made to interpret
the current scene, but articleswill oft-
en be selected with a view to topicol
appeal, Though anything in the field
nay be discussed, there will be sone ene
phasis on readily accessible works, and
reviews of boolzs in the FSS Library will
be featured regularliy,
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SCIENCE FICTION BY NEW ZEALANDERS

Considering the comparatively small
number of novels written by New Zealanders,
it is surprising how many of them, without
too much strain, can be fitted into the
tradition of early science fiction,

Most of the first novels written in
the country were pioneeringtales, exploit-
ing the wonders == both real and imaginary
-= of this newly settled land, in the form
of domestic and adventure storics for Brit-
ish consumption., Yet one strong strain of
thought in the 19th century was of polit=-
ical and social progressivism, vhich saw
New Zealand as an experimental laboratory
for the working out of social reforms as
an exarplc to the rest of the world, This
progressivism showed itsclf in a flood of
pamphlets and articles, but it also spillecd
over into fiction,

So wc find that, in the last century,
this small land made its owm special con=-
tribution to Utonian and anti-Utopiaon lit-
crature, paralleling works 1like Edward
Bellamy's . Lookingz Baclaiard ond Williag
Morris's Neys from Noyherc, and anticipat-
ing the critical Utopias of C, S, Lewis,
Pohl and Kornbluth, nnd Kurt Vonnegut,

Significantly cenough, the first book
evor to havo its setting in New Zenlond
was o satirical work on the pattern of

Gulliver's Travels -- The_ Trayels_of Hild-
sbrapd Bowwonp. .Lsauire. published in Eng=
land in 1778, by an anonymous writer in-
spircd by Conk's Jjournals, Hildebrand
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Bowman, wrecked in Queen Charlotte Sound
in 1773, tells us of his weird adventures
in imaginary lands forming New Ze-l-nd,
all of which parody English laws and cus-
toms, This quaint satire is the parent of
all Now Zealand imaginative fiction,

Two much bettor known books, Sammel
Butlors s Ersshon. (1873) and Frowhon Revis-
ited (1901) &re also set in the country,
Erevhon ("nowhere" inverted), a land in
which British valuesand beliefs are satire
icolly inverted, is located beyond a mount-
ain range in the Rongitata district., But-
ler, while shecp farming in Canterbury,
wrote the core of Erewhon as an article,
"Darwin among the machines™, published in
the Christchurch Press in 1863, and when
he returned to England worked up his fame
ous stories from this, plus his knowledge
of the New Zealand landscape,

The country also has an association
with JulesVerne, the father of modern sci-
ence fiction, for one of Verne'!s adventure
stories is set there, This is ng
Gannibalg. Volume 3 of 4 Yoyace Around the
Ho! [Les Enfants du Capitaine Grant]
(1868)., The Frenchmen'!s aristocratic hero
and heroine navigate the Waikato River,
survive a inori imprisonment and an erupt-
ion of Tongariro, and struzgle throuszh
primeval kauri forests at Poverty Bay,
Panagel, their faithful ihori guide, stuffs
ther full of information about the land,
not alwnys, alas, accurate, Mioas are eight-
een foet high, Ibiwis eppear in wholo cov-
cys, and Panagel himself bears on his chcst
a tattoned heraldic kiwi with outspread
7ings! A lesser Verne, this story is in
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his adventure, not his science fiction,
category,

In 1867, Edwin Fairburn (an ancestor
of the well-known poet, A, R, D, Fairburn)
wrote a strange story under the pseudonym
of "Mohoao®, Called TheShips.Qf Tarshish.
aring Jey, and its chiof purpose was to
urge Mirburn's ideas about new designs
for battleships, Althouvgh the story is
incoherent, the writing poor and the whole
book full of crack-braincd idcas, thc bat-
tlcships proposed do forehadow the later
style of Ironclads, The story cnds with
Britain being defeated in a World War bo-
causc of lack of preparedncss,

A rmeh more vrecadable, work is R,H,
Chapman's Yinaswhenua (1888), which is a
kind of early Josi Horizopn. It purports
to be a monuscript found attached to a
Moori kite ncar Lake Wakatipu, telling of
thc adventures of a mounteincering party
in Vestern Otago, who, crossing a high
range, discover a lost ifaori tribe, the
Ngati-moa, living an idyllic life in a vale
ley, with moas as mounts, Its inventive=-

ness makes Jfina~vhenua rank with Verne's

adventure stories,

Sir Julius Vogel, Prime Minister of
New Zealand 1875-6, also had a try at
fictional prediction in Anno Domini. 2000,
or Toman'sDestiny (1889), perhaps the most
preposterous book of its kind ever written
here, Vogel's heroine is Hilda Fitzgerald,
Duchess of New Zealand, who in an era of
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feminine equality becomes o great states-
mon, nmnarries the Esperor of Dritain, re-
conguers the Ancrican conlonios (New York
beeomes the capital of Conadn) and instit-
utes socinl sccurity ond Home Rule  for
Irclend, Although dull and imoginatively
woak, the story scrves to sct out Vogel!s
idoas nnthe cuaneipation of wonmen and snc-
ial rcforn,

Tho natter of womon!s rights prcduced
a livclicr book in Edwnrd Trogear's Hcdged
hth Divinities (1895), inspired by a2 fe-
male correspondent who wrote to Tregear to
say that woimen would dn without nen alto-
gether, "Apparcntly® ssys thc author,
"this 1lady renlly inogined that tho lumon
roec could be recruitecd fron go~scberry
bushcs,® His novel is an ontertaining
skit on fonminism, which tolls of o plaguo
destro;ing all men sovconc, wthe then finds
hinsclf plagucd with the huge problons of
maltiplo polygany; === or nnt, In rccont
yoars at lcost thrce othor vwriters havo
uscd & similer idca tc the ono Tregosr
droaizcd up over nolf o eontury ago,

Porhinps tho ecloscst bnoks to modern
scicnecc fiction, ~lthough they arc in sono
s the least  izinginative, arc Bigllors:
tig Archipcloge of Exdilo (1901) 'nd Limae
poras tho Islond of Frogress (1903), pub-
lisled by Frofessor lincidillon Brom under
thic ponenorc of "Gadfreoy Sweven®, Profcoe
sor Browm, inspircd by the opotential of
Vietorion scionec, ond by thc 1Gth contury
idoas of progress, creatcs Rinllaro, on
ioginory state, to satirise obscurontists
and reactionorics, ond in Limenora shows
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a racc dcdicatcd to scicntific oxperiment
end replacing politics and rcligicr by one
lightcned seicentific humanisrm, The pattern
nf thc lattcr bonkts idcas docs in sorc
rcosurc enticipatc modern scicntism, and
the writing in both is superior tc that of
anst of their lkdnd, The storics, however,
arc thin oand peor in incidonts,

Sinecc thc turn »f the contury, fow
books havc bocn written by New Zoalnnders
vhich cruld be called, oven by courtesy,
scicnco fietion, Nowvelists arc concerncd
tor norrowly with the probleoms of growing
up ~nd living in their corrmmity te sprre
time for other fields, Only tw~ bnoks,
Toe_Auzel of the Eortaguakg (1909) by Frank
Urrton, and The Scone is Changed (1932) by
Jomcs Ray, both "catastropho® storios, arc
likol:;r to intorest SF rcaders, Saotirical
works tcnd tobe realistie or scmi-rcolist-
ic rathor than imoginative, nowndays e
like John Gillios' Yogosors in Aspic and
Dermot Cothio's Shets Right.

Howovor, olthough the strcam of SF
or imnginative writing socms to have driod
up of rcecont years, thc cxistence of s2
mony preecdents in  cur carlicr writing
should sgooner or lator inspirc somo young
writer nourishod on modern ST to earry the
tradition a step further, ond producc a
gcnuino up=to-datc cxormple »f the genrc,

e John C, Rcid, iLA,, Litt, D,
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WEINBAUL AFTER TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

The nameof Stanley G, Weinbaum is onc
which mayhave little significance for many
of today's roadors, inspite of its inclus~
ion in the Hall of Fame which sciencc fic-
tion has built for itself,

It would scom appropriate to anticdpe
atce theo questionswhich the countloss rcade-
ors vwho do not know his work arc bound to
osk, and to recall to thosc vwho do how
they ©breathed his name with reverencoe in
days when he was the Masterof Scioncc Rie-
tion,

Fow vwriters in any field can have mot
with such instant succoss as did Weinbaum
in the ficld of science fiction, It was at
o timc when complaints wero heard on every
hand that scionce fiction was in a rut;
when the field comprised but three moga~
zines, two of which had not long to live
in their existing shape, His first story,
the now famous "A liartianOdyssey¥, appear-
ing in the July 1934 Wonder Stories, came
as a reviving draught to Jadedreaders, who
greeted it with rapturous praise, and as
an inspiration to many writers who sought
to emulate his exemple if not actually ime
itate his style, It was the new approach,
the fresh touch scienco fiction nocodod,

Woinbaum, thon oged 32, was a nombor
of a literary group known as the Milwaukoc
Fictioncers, of which Raymond A. Palnor
and Ralph Milnc Farley wero othors already
woll knowm in seioncec fiction circles, It
was Farloy, with whom hc had coliaboratcd
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in =writing a gengster nnvel, who suggested
that e trr his hend st the more inaginat-
ive trpe of story, Presumoably ho needed
little persuasion, since it was a type
very attractive to one of is copacct ies:
but it is snid tlhnt hie first piece wms
deliberateoly fashionod so thot tiic fontasts
ie clomont ould bc as lrumornusly oxtra-
vooont a3 ho could mnko it,

If this is truc, then Teinboum!s tnl-

onts connot havo includod o foecilitr for
lesque, Jor ®A iinrtion Odrssor®  ms
too good a story altogether, Tic fantaste
ic ingrcdients, oven to theo slomemoving
silicon croaturc otoernally cating send and

oxcreting bricks, all seemed quite logical .

nossibilities to the hardcned science fic-
tion rcader, and as such were far morc ac-
contable than :mmch ho was empected to
swollow, (loreover, it was written in a2
Pleasantly light, aliwst flippant stile,
aost rofreshing aftor the dull soleommity
of other writers: o st:rle artistically
volid, sincc tho narrating wes throush a
suitablc choracter, Wactover is intonts
ions, tho nowcomer 1ad produccd onc of tho
foo spocimens of mrgnzine scicnce fiction
capablc of being mecasurcd by ordinory
stonderds of good writing, ond his rerders
found it irmensel: to their liking,

Tith their apprecintion os a spur,
Teinbrun rapidly becnie one of the nost
vrolific, os well ns most rendnble, sci-
ence fTiction writors ofthat period, Aftor
producinz n sequel to the tnle of Tecl,
his delizhtful iartion erenturc ("Vollor
of Dreonnsf, Woodor, 1'ove 1934) Lo turncd
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his ottontion to the rapidly developing
Astounding Stories, wthere he first appea:t';
od with "Flight on Titon" in tho Jen, 1935
issuoc, In ropid succession camc MParasite
Plonot" (Feb.), "Thc Lotus Eaters (Apr.),
"The Planet of Doubt"™ (Oect,), Mhc Red

Peri® (Nov.)and "The indiioon® (Dec.): all

interplonetary stories inwvhich hie fertile
inngination peopled the Solar svstem wish
equally fascinating forws of lifo,

In these his stylo was more sober,
tut as vivid and lueid as in s first,
most memorable piecce; and iais choractors
2ll stood out as genuine porsonalitics,
Tho roccption of anothor Astcundinz story
published wundor the pscudonym John Jesscl
(The Adaptivo Ultimnte®, Nov, 1935) showed
that his popularity did not depend entire-
1y on the reputation he had gninod by thot
initial success, And in Wonder he continu~
ed to exercise his rare gift for humorous
fentasy with his tales of the irascibdle
genius Haskel van lManderpootz and the wer-
eninielly unsuccessful Casanova, Dixon
Tells, '

On the 14th Decamber 12935, Stanleyr
Grovman Weinbaum died after a few wocks!
illncss, For o time his stor sione all
the brighter, as the mngazines scrambled
to publish his remaining writings, of
which there werc a distinguished fow, Fol-
lowing MSmothcred Scas® (Jen, 1936), on
whaich o had collaborated with Farley,
Astounding n1od still to proscnt ™Redermpe
tion Coirn™ (llarch) and "Protous Island"
(Aug,), whilc the transformod Thrilling
Wonder Storics mnade great play with "Tho
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Circle of Zero" (Aug, 1935), The search
for seraps was carried too far, and such
talesas TThe Brink of Infinity¥ (TWS, Dec,)
and "Shifting Seas™ (Amazing, Apr, 1937)
vere paltry things vhich might have been
done as well or better by anr of a dozon
less accomplished writers, But therc was
nothing slight about his two novcl-lcngth
stories, M"Darm of Flaue® (TS, June 197%9)
and FThe Black Flamo® (Startling Stories,
Jan, 1939), Although the thome of rcvolt
against a future ocutocrocr locked his use
unl originality, it was irrodicted in new
and glowing colors by Teinboum!s sparlz of
genius,

Another novel, MThc lTew Adom", vhich
nndbeen rejected by more tihon one mogazine
o8 moat too strong for their recders, ap-
peored oventunlly in book form(Ziff-Davis,
193%) ond wns 1later fonturcd by Amazing
Storios (Fob,=iinrch 1943) of faich Roymond
A. Polmer had become cditor, Toinboun's
sister Helen, a writer of mr-ster;- storics,
olso worked on one of his abondoned picecs
to produco PTidnal ifoon™ (TWS, Dec, 1938)
with which his nome wns nssseictecd os
a certain attraction to thosc who tolked
of his werk 1long oftcer his hond 7ns stile
1lcd,

But there were some who, even at the
height of +this posthurious enthusiasm for
Weinbaun!s stories, had the audacity to
suggest that he did not deserve such adul=-
ation, The favorito charges of thesec do~
tractors were that lhe had olrecdy vritten
himsclf out, bocomo ahack 1like tho rest, and
that he had never beon as good as a2ll that
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anroy, This attitude was a natural react-
ion to the over-cagorncss of his worship-
persy H, P, Lovceraft is onotlhor sufferer
fron tho semc comploint, In opproising
his resl merit, it rmst be conceded that
part of his brilliance was the result df
contrast with a rather dull backgroun&:
Don A, Stuart was perhaps the only other
short story writer of the time vwho rcanin
memoroble in the ficld, Weinbow: would
not hove stood out so distinetly from thﬁ
cluster of stars of tho 1939=-43 Astoundin
grouwn — de Camp, Sturgecon, dcl Rey, Hoiqf
lcin, van Vogt, Padgett and the rcest, B

he srould have made a notatlo addition tb
theia, ‘

The charge that he hod writton  hira
sclf out is as difficult to robut as it id
to prove, It sceris riost improbadle that a
writer of such promisc would not have becn
able to reach far boyond the spherc of
merc ingenuity in which his first storics
worc so cffocctive, Wo can be ceortain, at
lcest, that boforc the advent »f Weinbown
there werc only a few short storics in i\:hc
pulpy filcs of scionce fiction which woyld
givo sctisfaction on ro-rcading, ond tiat
by the tine he had nade his brief contribe
ution he hod perhaps doubled the nusber,

- D, R, Sriith

"A liortionOdyssey™ is surely o class-
ic if ever there be such in the fipld,
How well I remember the impnot itnnde when
it first appeared! Compared with the stuff
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being published then Weinbaun's original-
ity came 1like a breath of fresh air, His
effort to break away from the established
Stercotypes rmst have sparked scores of
youngwriters who now are mature establishe
ed writers of today, In short, I fully
. acknovledge the value of Toinbaunm's cop=-
tribution to the field, and often when
reading an original, thought-provoking and
cleverly conceived story in Galaxy, F & SF
or Astounding, I think - it was really
Weinbaum who showed what could be done,

And yet ,., unfortunately in our field
(especially onthe strictly science fiction
side, less so on the fantastic verge) the
classics just can't escape "doting®™, This
applies to some extent to all popular ficte
ion, but muchmore to SF than, for example,
to detective stories or westerns, which
being in general highly artificial pro-
ducts anyway are little affected, But in
SF, whatever the structure of the tale,
unless it is merely oround some story-tell-
erts gimmick, a basic ingredient will be
an element of prediction =~ if only in the
vriter!s attitude of mind, And that is
precisely where twenty years or so makes a
huge difference, The world around us

changes, and we today see things different- -

ly from thc people of the 'thirties, cven
though it happens that we have travelled
in time from the 'thirties to the 1fiftios,
Go back furthor and therc is a vider gapin
attitudes, Take on example from another
ficld, Edgar Wallace'!s Sanders of tho Rive-
cr stories, Highly popular when theoy orig-
inally appearcd, wecll written adventuro
storics with quitec o fow loughs, Today
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they are onachronisma, and even distaste-
ful: their frame of reference (unquestion-
ing acceptance of colonialism) has been
shattered, Burroughs! Tarzan stories arc
more likely to find acceptance, because
of their quite fontastic adventures come
parcd to Wallace!s factual basis,

Scionce fiction is to some exteont in-
ovitably dated beeouse of changos yeor by
ycor in scientific knowledge ond social
attitudes, whichare roflocted cven if ine-
dircetly in thewritcer's outlook, For ox=-
omplc, in Weinbawa!s storics the heroincs
aro unmistaltcobly "flappers" and rcally =2
bit out of datc at the timec of writing,

His idcas were highly original, I
think hc was thc first (no, I'm not for-
goetting Wells) to dopict alicns who werc
just that -- not tho Burrougis ¢t;pc vho
might hove four arms and grocn skins but
wero actunlly charactcrs from a rollicking
old stylc adventurc yarn in disguisc —
nor yct Just bug-cyod monsters. Twucel in
"A linrtinn Odyssoy" was a rationol, cven
likeable, but complctely olien being,
Weinboum certoinly mndo cverynane osiore of
& ncw concept,

But his hunon choracterisation ond
dialog wore tenthrate: in fact, like most
SF writers of prewar days, he wasn't a
skilled croftsmon, (There has been o re-
markable improvement in the quality of
writing, din telling the story, since the
war,) His excellence lay in coneception,
not in exce tion,

— John E, Henry
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Jeinbaum's influence on other writers
is perhaps the most important test of his
contribution to science fiction, Like any
such relationship in this field, it is not
east to assess, It is true that when his
rcputation was high many stories appearod
waich show an atteupt to copy the Weinbaum
manner, The most obvious olement was that
bizarre yet belicvable fauna, Where before
our space voyagers met the occasional mon-
ster “hich nmercly behaved like an improved
tiger or recvived tyrannosaur, now theyine
vostigated creaturcs little rescabling any
Imowm on Farth, yot designed to tho bestof
thc author!s ability for cfficiont lifo in
somo alicn environment,

It is a debatable point, There are
nlenty of even queerer beasts in earlier
stories: in Walsi's "Vanguard to Neptune"
for instance (Wonder Quarterly, Spr. 1932,
end P, B, 1952}, and in stories by Verrill,™
lerritt, Williamson, Hamilton, Neil R,
Jones, Olsen and others, Indeed, Wells
wrote of imaginary life forms and some
examples can be found in other ~cry early
writers, But in the early 'thirties the
usual treatment of extraterrestrial life
was unimaginative and crude, Intelligent
non=lmimans were wusuclly depicted asmon-
sters, automatically hostile to men and
without epparent virtues, vwhile the fauna
(not to mention the frequently carnivorous
flora) worec merc stage props, and napicr-
mache ot that, TWeinbown scems to have
provoked intercst incxtraterrcstrial life
generally, and in a moro thoughtful ap-
proacl: to the subjeet,
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What else was original? Not the con-
cept of alternate futures to which his
flippent story M"The Worlds of If" gave a
catehy niclmonc: Iurray Leinster had used
it in "Sidewise in Time" (Astownding, June
1934, Book, 1950) for onc, ond Edward Ev
crett Hole had fumbled with it in "Hen
Off" ~s for back as 1881 (lingozinc of Fank
tasy ond 8,F., Fob, 1952), Iiot thc psyeif~
olngical themes of theother van landernoofz
stories, or the collapse of civilisatizn
through war and pestilence and a new daslc
age in "Dawn of Flame", or the immortals
in that story and "The Black Flauwe", or
the multiple~chromosome genetic voriobil-
ity in "Proteus Island", or the naturel
upheavels in ®Shifting Seas", His storics
arc not rich in even minor original sue-
gestions,

lier was he an outstanding artist, ot
even a particularly gond craftsman, He
did not tcll a story in his owm war gb
that it was uwnmistakeabl:; his -- therc is
nothing strildng or arrcsting about his
usc of the lenguage, the best we cen say
is that he wrote clear and streightforward
prose, His characters are stock figurcs
cormwon in the popular fiction of the day,
thoughh he evidently aimed to do better,
He uses conmon cliches and conventions of
pulp writing more acceptable then than novw:
he ciumsy manner in which a high school
knowvledge of French is aired hercand there
is an example,

The scicntific baclkground was not
remarkeble, oxcept by the extremely low
standards of his time, He did try to make
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intclligont usc Hf it, and his notian- of
surviving o bricf cxposurc to vacuun just
as one does a short underwater swvin is an
illustration, It was a bcttor gucss than
the fallocious concept of spacc being cold
vhich wes then comrwnly nct, and shows how
o could offcr an originol speeulative an-
swer 10 a problem ocecasionally, On tho
othor hend, his genersl background was not
corcfully donc, Thore is no oxcusc for o
iicori in "Protcus Island® bcing afraid of
the Bunyip, for instanco.

Sous of the stories are connected, and
repetition of details 1links others not ob-
viously :eant to be related, With little
cnough offort he could well have planned
a framcwork of imaginary future history to
hold most of them, as Heinlein was to do
so effectively a fow ycars later, (Did any
others doit beforc Heinlein? The surprise
ing ensver is, yosy Neil R, Joncs, 3ut
his futurc history is picturesque rather
than coherent,) TWeinbawn wos moroly tok-
ing the linc of lcast rosistance for o
busy and underpaid writor in gotting the
nost out of iis inventions and pet idcas,

Quite a lot morc is to be said, and
his work is certainly worth our cxamdnat-
iorn, His contcmporariecs found it insnir-
ing and stimulating, end whcen we undors
stond iy it was so we will have geincd
consideroble insight into a critical stage
in secicnce fiction's developnient,

The FSS Libror:y hasmost of Weinbawals
works coveryrthing published under his omn
nomo in his lifetimo is collectcd with o
fouw more shorts and two colloborations witi
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Farley, in the two voluues titled "A Martian
Odyssey and Others" and "Te Red Peri,"™ The
related novels, "Dawn of Flame" and "The 3lack
Tlae™ are together in one volume, Then there
is the long unpublished novel "The Dark Other®,
originelly titled ™The kind Brain®; this is a
pot=noiler with a Jekyll and Hyde theme and
can ve colled science fiction, but only just,
The only evideneco not eveilable herc is tho
most esibitious worlk ho produced, "ThcNow Ade
an®,

The shorts are distributed as follows in
"4 Lartian Odyssey and Others" (i) and "The
Red Peri® (RP):

The Adaptive Ultimate ., .. &0
The Brinlt of Infinity ., .. 2P
Tic Circile o0f ZeTO e oo oo Ll
E.ig"lt on Titan os oo 00 o0 RP
TEOWNGO DTSN E o os Lele] Totolguls] o RE O
The Lotus Eators ¢4 ee e os 40
The ifad Moon .. ee o0 o0 oo 0
A Ibrtian Odysse;r co oo oo WO
Parasite Planet .. ¢¢ «o oo K0
The Pianet of Doubt .¢ oo oo 0
Tuae Point of View SOl G0 e 40
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59.18 Notes and Comment
THE, CATLIXS DINOSAUR

[The occasion of this easay was
Other Worlds ScienceStories! motae
morphosis to Flying Saucers from
Other Worlds in 1957, & develope
ment which might havo been expocte
cd,]

Once we owncd a cat who liked to
catch birds, Tho cat lmowthat wcdid not ap=
prove of his bird-killing habit, and Ob=
viously knew why howas scoldod when cought
inthc act, Porvorscly, overy so often tho
ent would croep up to tho house with a
erumpled dead bird inhis mouth ond ginger=
1v deposit the bird vhere thc fomily would
notice it, Then the eat twould crouch
eringingly, kunowing that a scolding or
thipping would result, yot olwnys hopoful
that the family's moral foundations might
magienlly chango ond they bestow praiso on
the cat for the destruction of another
birde

Ray Palmer somchow reminds me of that
cat, Scicnce fiction in pulp magazinos was
nover o particularly beautiful winged
croaturo, But hc first drogged it dowm in
the latc 1930's, whon he assumed commond
of Amazing8torics, He accoptod the 5c01dm
ings of fons and continucd o sorics of
cormercinliscd massacrcs of the litorary
flights of scionco fiction, through thc
long scrics of now titlos, now policios,
now sonsotions and now inanitics thot have
charactorisod his mogoazinos for two doce
ados, And oach timo ho scored o dircet
hit on somo healthy scection of scienco

Notes and Cormient 59.19

fiction!s life, he invariably hauled the
bloody corpsc up to the fans, and proudly
laid it there to await a reaction, knowing
in advance vwhat they would say, acting
lurt and injured when his latest kill was
net acclaiized.

Now, this is very puzzling, Palner
was not alone in scoking to produce nag-
azines that would appcal to the lowest in-
telligcnece quotient among pulp magazine
readers, Thrilling Wonder Stories atterpt-
ed to do the sanmc thing simmltancously
rith his assumption of comzand at Amazing
Stories, [Actuallyalnost two years earli-
er, beginning Aug, 1936, Palmer!s first
issuc of Amazing was June 1938 = ed,]
A host of dimitators appeared only a few
months later; Marvel ScienceStories, Aug,
1938; Startling Stories, Jan, 1939; Dynan-
is Science Stories, Teb, 1939; Science
Fiction, iarch 1939; Planet Stories, Nov,
1939: Future Fiction, Nov, 1939; Captain
Future, Jan, 1940; Astonishing Stories,
Feb, 1940; Super Science Stories, Iarch
1940,

Planet Stories has become the symbol
of this entire school of editorial think-
ing, But Palwmer was alone in his frantie,
ceaseless efforts to dimpress wupon his
readers that he was Doing Good, He was
developing new writers to replace the
tired, worn-out authors in the field, He
was creating a gigantic new market for
great science fiction stories, by provid=-
ing stories on vhich new recaders in the
field could grow up, He obviously had the
fans! interests at heart, because he was
an old-time fan himself, He harped upon
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these themes soloudly, so incessently that
I got the firm irpression that therc was
sonc submergedrmorsel of the Palnor person-
ality vhich didn't apnrove of Ray Palrmer
as a wacle, and thc majority of his perse
onality was ainming thesc proclamations at
thaot dissatisficd ninority arca of Ray
Palmcr to pornit bettor slecp ot nights,

O0f course, Palmer wasn't alone in one
respect, Onec chapter of his scriptures
was based nn the theory that fans were not
reprosontative of science fiction readers
as a 7acle, and to fnollow their likings
would be commercial suicidc, This was ox-
actly thc thoory that John W, Campbell Jr.
cxpresscd in print  so frequently in thosc
doys, Thce difforcneec between the two aen
wos that Carmbell failed to let his theor-
ising guido his cditorial policy., Evecnts
provced the truth: that the quality rag=
azincs 1likc Astounding and Galaxy, which
the active fans 1likc best, arc thc onos
that survivc the commereial storms in tho
Hulp narkct,

By 1957, it is caag:r to scc thabt Palie
cr's frantic claims for the worthinoss of
his aections werc totally wnfounded, He
didn't crcatc a vast ncw rescrvoir of sci-
cnco fiection writors, I can think of no
irportant scicnec fiction author vwho is
active today who cut his croative tceth in
the Palner nagozines, [Writors appoaring
first in Poloer nogazines rorcly cstablish
themsclves in  others =- cd,] Hec didn't
train millions of pcoplo to like the qual-
ity typeas of scicnec fiction through op-
pronticeship with his action storics, Tia
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was always the most absurd phase of the
Palmer doctrines, To say that reading
Shaver for a few years is a necessary pre-
liminary toreading Stapledon is equivalent
to claiming that one must learn to en joy
black jellybeans as a youth in order to
appreciate caviar as an adult, The better
grade science fiction magazines are not
selling today in anything apprecaching the
quantities that they would enjoy if the
youngsters of the 1940!'s had dutifully
graduated to Astounding and Galaxy after

learning to love science fiction in Ana 7~
ing,

The one unsolvedmystery, after twenty
years, is: what makes Palmer continue to
nuzzle up to fans and expect affection for
the comuercialising and worsening of the
field of science fiction? The most aston—
ishing manifestation of his continued
courtsihip of fans came when he mailed out
free copies of his latest publication, ac-
companied by a long mineographed 1letter,
seeking support, I don't pretend to know
how many persons were onthis mailing list,
but I hardly think it would be possible to
obtain more than a couple of thousand names
and addresses of science fiction readers,
If Palmer expected the phenomenally high
response to tais majl order jpromotion of
50 per cent, he could hike his circulation
only a thousand copics, a merc drop in the
bucket compared with thc cireulation ro-
quired to produce a paying newsstand pulp
magazine,

Fans have reacted more violently to-
wards Palmert:s than the other low-quality

scicnce fietion publications in the past,
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I think that's explainable through tl-ﬂ.e
healthicr atmosphere that prevailed in
most of the other magazines. The famo?.s
Sergeant Saturn, for example, troatcd his
readcrs as a bunch of juvenile nitwits,
which in essence they were, Othor mag-
azines simply ballyhooed their contents as

exciting action stories, an honest proccds "

ure, and some of them arc mentioned occas=
jonally with affection by today's fans for
that very recason,

Whatever charge may be made against
Palmor, he is consistent, At a timc when
the ontirc pulpmagazine field is dwindling
becausc thce Juvenilcs arc turning to tel-
cvision screens and Confidentiel typoc pub-
lications, hc continucs to try to make
monecy with thc samc kind of scioncc‘fict-
ion pulps that he was publishing fifteon
ycars ago, His magazines get smaller and
snaller, thc titles changc more z?nd. rmore
frcquently, his cditorial discussions of
what RAP is doing for scienco fiction be=
come morc and moro repotitious.

I'n starting to fecl for him much the

samo semieaffcction that I would fecl if

sorcone discovercd a living dinosaur 1in
some remote corner of tho worl d,

= Harry Warnecr JT.
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In the FSS Library:

AYAY FRO.I THE HERE AND NOW
by Clare Winger Harris

Coming up again after all this tiwe,
the name of Clare Winger Herris sets us to
remeniscing, Shewas the first woman writ-
er to appear in Amazing Stories, which she
did by winning the third prize in Gerns-
back!s first cover contest, By inviting
authors to write a story around a perfect-
ly meaningless piece of imagery by artist
Paul, he discovered several useful cone
tributors, not least anong them this lady.
[Others: Cyril G. Wates, A, Hyatt Verrill
- ed,]

Her prize-winning piece, "The Fate of
the Poseidonia, is reprinted in this book
with her other stories of those days, con-
solidating her entire contribution to the
field, As well as the nine tales which
appeared wunder iher name in Amazing and
Science Wonder Quarterly between 1927 and
1930 there is "A Runaway World" which she
had printed earlier in WeirdTales, and an-
other piece which seems to have eluded us
until now,

Of them all, we have the most vivid
recollcetions of "Theifiracle of the LilyW,
whose breadth of vision was quite remari-
able at the time, end of ®The licnace of
ilars®, wvhich in spitc of its titloc was
highly original in its approach to the al-
ready woll-workcd invasion themo, In fact,
most of ifrs Horris! stories had a froshe
ness of touch and e very definite human
interost whieli still cndurc even if the



SCIEVCE FICTION BY NEVW ZEALANTERS pro=
viously appcarcd in Kiwifan, publishod
by Roger Horrocks, AuckYand, Dr, Roid
is o lccturor at the University of Aucke
1and, and author of #Croative Writing
in Now Zecoland® (1y46).

REVIEWS by D. R. Smith and Thomas Shor-
idon appearocd in Scicnce-Fantaschviow,
published by Waltor ¢illings, Ilford, Es-
80X,

THE CATLIKE DINOSAUR proviously appoar-
cd in Seionco Fiction Parade, publishod
by Len J. Moffatt, Domey, Cal,
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